Halloween
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Deuteronomy 18: 9-14When you enter the land which the®rD your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitate
the detestable things of those natiorl$“There shall not be found among you anyone who neskhis son or his
daughter pass through the fire, one who uses ditina, one who practices witchcraft, or one who inpeets omens,
or a sorcerer; or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a stjtor one who calls up the deatf.“For whoever
does these things is detestable to tleRb; and because of these detestable things tleeh your God will drive them
out before you®® “You shall be blameless before thekbp your God. ** “For those nations, which you shall
dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcaaid to diviners, but as for you, thedrp your God has not allowed
you to do so.

This type of conduct has been going on for oved@years. Ancient practitioners of the conduct tiomed above
were the Canaanites. They would worship Baaleargage in animal and human sacrifices. One db¢tier known
groups that practice these detestable acts aexidak Druids. The American Heritage Dictionarfires Druid as:

Dru-id (drs“1d)n. 1. A member of an order of priests in ancient Gaul Brithin

who appear in Welsh and Irish legend as prophetsarcerers.
Note: Gaulis an ancient region of western Europe south and wesieoRhine River, west of the

Alps, and north of the Pyrenees, correspondinghiyug modern-day France and Belgiulm
The Druids were into nature worship and the andientwvledge’ The Druids eventually turned into the Celts. Rom
began its conquest of the Celts around AD 48.hisCommentariesjulius Caesar stated that the Celts believed they
were the children of the god of the Dead who thenRus referred to as DisCaesar also mentions that they were a
people “extremely devoted to superstitious ritef&m engaging in human sacrifices by burning humiafise Druids
would try to come into contact with the dead thiougeditation and spirit guides. They would seekaak groves to
conduct their ceremonies. They are still veryvacin the U.S. and publicly active in England. Ylaéso refer to
themselves as Pagans. For God’s view of naturehimrsee Romans 1:22-31.

Celtic New Year Celebration

The Celtic’s new year began on Novemb®Ff 10n that date, the Celtic festival, Samhain (proved so-wein) would
be celebrated. Samhain was the Celts’ “god ofigrae.” It was believed that the night before their n@ary(October
31%) the veil between life and death was thinnest. Hatloween night the Celtic witches (male & femalt&pught they
would have the greatest chance to contact the aleddet knowledge and power. They would try ta@cinthe dead
through meditation, sacrifice, and other forms d@thcraft. Samhain is a witch’s #1 holiday, bdtlert and now. In
discussing Hallowee,he Encyclopedia Britannicstates that

“...kept on Oct. 31...was the Celtic festival at the ehdummer named Sambhain.... The practice of

divinations and its association with the dead, velgsuls were supposed to revisit their home on this

day.... [T]he autumnal festival acquired sinistengigance, with ghosts, witches, hobgoblins, farie

and demons of all kinds roaming abroad....Halloweas thought to be the most favorable

opportunity for divinations.... It was the only day which the help of the devil was invoked for such

purposes®

Some may not believe that this is relevant todajorunately they are wrong. There are law enforeet agencies
with detectives who have received special traimmniglentifying ritualistic/occult crimes. One dfé more notorious
and gruesome serial murders, Ramirez (a/k/a ThbetMbtalker), was an avowed Satanist. Are therehsi in South
Dakota? The answer is yes! During the summe®6#1the Argus Leader ran an extensive articlenahdividual in
Sioux Falls who was developing a Wicca coven. &heve been openly avowed Wicca members in thestaiz
penitentiary’ Wicca is ancient witchcraft. The definition etAmerican Heritage Dictionary is:

Wic-ca n. 1. A pagan nature religion having its roots in prei€tan western Europe and

undergoing a 20th-century revival, especially i@ United States and Great Britatn A

group or community of believers or followers ofgheligion. [Old Englistwicca

necromancer; Seitch ]*°



In 2010 the U. S. Air force Academy created a stree worship center for “Earth-centered spiriitya and explained
that “Earth-centered spirituality includes traditis such as Wicca, Druidism and several other religipaths...**

How the church developed Halloween
There was a pantheon in Rome. A pantheon is aléedeglicated to all gods$. “On May 13, 609 or 610, Pope
Boniface IV dedicated the Roman Pantheon to thgiWiMary and all the Christian martyr§®”In 835 Pope Gregory
IV expanded the feast to include “All Saints” arthnged the date of this feast of “All Saints” tweliit up with the
Celts new year of Novembef'.1* (Remember the Druids were already celebratiisydéy). “All Saints Day” started
being called “All Hallows Day” (hallow means to pext or honor greatly). Thus the day before “Adllldws Day” was
called “All Hallows Eve” from which we get the narialloween. Praying for the dead was to occumtad day on
November 2%, “All Soul's Day.” “All Soul’s Day” got its stararound a couple centuries later when the CatlSaiot
Odilo (Abbot of Clugny) claimed to have had a visaf great suffering in purgatory and decided thate needed to be
a day that masses were said on their béhalte practice began in churches associated witgr§land then spread to
others'® Purgatory is an unbiblical concept which attatkessufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice on the crassthesole
payment for sin The sole sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice o ttross for the payment of sin is a bedrock dogtinn
Biblical Christianity. (See ft. nt. 17 regarding@uple words on purgatofy). TheU.S. Catholicstates, “By the end of
the 13" century, All Soul's Day on Novembef%had become a set feast day to pray for our deadghout the Latin
church.®® It must be remembered that the Druid Samhainax@slay event? Again, All Soul’s Day, falls within that
Samhain festival time period.

If one were to believe that this compromise by“tleéigious leadership” to the pagans resulted ymt to
Christianize the Druid new year, they would be vgrom two counts. First: there is no great Chnishiaritage
for Halloween today since praying for the deadungatory are non-biblical practices. Second: Ibow
Compton's Interactive Encyclopediascribes the failure of the attempted Christiaginf this pagan holiday;

“Even after November 1 became a Christian feasthtayoring all saints, many people clung

to the old pagan beliefs and customs that had grogvabout Halloween?
Ask yourself, in today’s culture, where are the sb@hevers’ kids on Halloween? They are runninguad in
costumes of devils, witches or skeletons playirak tof treat. Where are many of our church kids on
Halloween? They are carving jack-o-lanterns amhing around at night, playing trick or treat wiltte
unbelieving kids. So who has won over whom on‘thédiday?” It is a good reminder that there issuxh
thing as compromising with the Devil and good cagniwit of it. The only merit in Church history fitns
“holiday” is the remembering thmartyrsof the faith. In reality, remembering the truertyis of the faith is far
from the mind of the vast majority of the peopleHailoween. One should not deceive themselvesbg\ing
that the mere engaging in some religious actiwatyyeon in the evening sanctifies their involvemient
traditional Halloween revelry later that night.othe truly wants to remember the martyrs, it caddoge without
dressing up, trick or treating, going to a hauritedse, or bobbing for apples. In summary, thosenthg to
redeemHalloween should honestly ask themselves if theyeaploiting the memory of the great martyrs to
justify their hidden desire to participate in Hallgen activities.

The non-religious reference bodke American Book of Dagsates the contradiction of Halloween practica$ an
Christianity:

“Few holidays have a stranger or more paradoxisabty than Halloween... it is the vigil of All

Saint’s Day, observed by Roman Catholics...Howewanesof the customs traditional to

Halloween hark back to matter that Christianitydenturies has adamantly opposed: black

magic, fortune-telling, ghosts, witches, goblirariés, and so on....It is generally accepted that

Halloween in its more popular or folk aspects repriis a combination of druidic practices and

classical Roman religious beliefs. Halloween Haarcconnections with the rites of the druidic

priest in the pre-Roman, pre-Christian Celtic commes...especially in Ireland and

Scotland.?!



How did the Celtic practices of Halloween becomevgtespread in America? In colonial American, Bretestant
majority were not celebrators of either All SaiBisy or Halloweerf? It was during the Irish potato famine of the
1840’s which resulted in a large Irish migrationdmerica. It was soon after their migration tha tfolklore remnants
of the eve of Samhain” were largely introducechia U.S%*

October 31 does have important historical Christiaine. Even though everyone in the church is esghre that day

is Halloween, very few are aware of the great hisab event of the church that occurred on Oct@derl517. It was

on that date that Martin Luther nailed his 95 pdn@sis on the Castle Church in Wittenberg. Tlesithconfronted un-
Biblical practices of the Catholic Church. Fordskavho wish tsedeemHalloween, | would suggest that on October 3
the Church remember “Reformation Day” as much nsggeificant than traditional Halloween.

Halloween Traditions
Below are a few of the traditions of the Druids®amhain (Halloween night).

Bon-Fires. The Celtics had different traditions regardirmgiires. One tradition in Wales required thatretmily
have their own bon-fire, and then each memberefdmily would make an identifying mark on a stamel then throw
it in the fire. In the morning they would go oatwhere the fire was and if your stone was notehimwas assumed
that you would die during the next yéa(Now doesn’t that sound like a sweet traditionRjuids also believed spirits
would be in animals. They believed that if theyd@aacrifices to the lord of death, things wouldagdl for them and
their crops®> They made both human and animal sacrifices imtmefire. History also tells of wicker cages @ining
several people being burned alive in hopes of bietiehe yield of cropé® In the morning there would be no evidence
that anything happened apart from the ashes dfrthand soméones thus the nambone-fire or bon-fire. If you

look up the definition of bon-fire in the WebsteNew Collegiate Dictionary: it stateébon-fire- [ME bonefire a fire

of bones..]”

Trick or Treat It was believed that the veil between life andtdenvas so thin on this day that the spirits wadche
back to their homes on earth. “The ghosts thaéwevught to throng about the houses of the liwege greeted with a
banquet-laden table. At the end of the feast, sdhskd costumed villagers representing the soulseolead paraded
to the outskirts of town leading the ghosts aw&y.The masks were to hide your identity so they wawdt know who
was trying to lead them away. If you did not ledyed for the spirits it was thought that the dpiwould do something
to you (i.e. trick or treat). It must be rememboketteat this is an old pagan ritual. In Irelandviars used to go about
asking for food for their “Halloween festivities ihe name of the ancient god, Muck Of4.Those who gave were
promised with good luck and those who did not gixge threatened with bad luck.

Jack-o-lanterns The Celts believed that Jack-o lanterns repteslean damned soul “condemned to walk the
earth, or the souls of men who had been lost at®8edack-O- Lantern was a folk figure who

“..was the spirit of a blacksmith name Jack who wasevil to get into heaven but who was not

allowed into hell because he had outwitted thelddYoomed to wander the earth forever, he scooped

up a glowing ember with the vegetable he happemée tating at the time and used it as a lantern to

light his way.”° (See ft. nt. 29 for more details regarding theted).
Instead of pumpkins, in Scotland they would pughtlin a turnip. Then the Druids would carve fmaethe vegetable
and call them Jack-o-lanterns. They were to béabes of demons and evil spirits|f you put a carved jack-o-lantern
out in front of your home with a candle in it is/tsbolic of death and the spirit world*”

Black Cats The druids believed that the black cats werertan beings who had been changed into animals by evi
powers.*® They were often sacrificed in fire. Black catsevsymbolic of the spirit of evil.

Bobbing for Apples The Celts believed that apples were helpfydradicting the future. They also used them as a
fertility symbol. Bobbing for apples was a divinirigual to make predictions regarding love and &tk




WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN TO DO?
One might admit that all these elements of anaeumtd/satanic worship exist today, but argue thahem it is just a
fun play day to dress up. To those who hold to dipenion | would ask, have you ever wondered wby gre carving
out a jack-o-lantern, or what it means? Ever wond® you are sending your kid out to run arounchonght that is
glorifying death in either costumes or horror mg@eThe answer to these questions is edgyis what everyone else
is doing.” But what did God say about imitating what evesefse is doingDeuteronomy 18: 9 ‘When you enter
the land which the IorRD your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitatee detestable things of those nations.”
The world glorifies gore, blood, and death on Haben night, but what does God’s Wisdom in His Wsag;
Proverbs 8:36...All those who hate me love death.”

Jesus warns us about the extreme consequencpsré@i‘causes one of these little ones who believe in tde
stumble...” Matthew 18:6. Despite that warning, most parémts the other way when confronted with the evil of
Halloween. They do not want to keep their kidsifra little fun, especially since all their childieifriends are doing
the same thing. In that situation, the problenh# the child, and not the parent, is runninghtbme. | wonder if that
parent will have the same attitude when their Kid7 years old and wants a little fun in drugs sexl...especially
since their friends are doing it. It is at a yowg that a child should be taught that as a Gdmisie/she is very
different from the unbeliever. This is what Gogsa

2 Corinthians 6:17“Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE

SEPARATE” says the Lord. “AID DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN..”

Ephesians 5:6-12 Eet no one deceive you with empty words, for bexabtithese
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons obddience7 Therefore do not be
partakers with them? for you were formerly darkness, but now you arght in the
Lord; walk as children of light’ (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodiseand
righteousness and truth’ trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lofd And do not
participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, binstead even expose therf for it
is disgraceful even to speak of the things whiehdone by them in secret.”

Summary
Christians should not participate in any of thelitrtanal Halloween activities. The typical “hartgmrty” at a church

allows the kids to come dressed in their Halloweastumes. Often the “harvest party” is a compreahidalloween
party in which many of the kids leave the churclgaoout to trick or treat afterwards. | would saggthat the church
employ activities that involve our kids and trulpigfy God. The church could also come togethermi@ise and prayer
for children who are out on a night that sees asurge in crime and evil. Scripture instructsagl® spiritual battle by
putting on the “armor of God” and engaging in pra§Ephesians 6:10-20). Another possibility is ¢ineat opportunity
to hand out high quality gospel tracts to those whime to your house that night. This can be datieowt playing up
trick or treat traditions. You might even be ataevisit with kids about the Lord and lead thenatsaving knowledge

of Christ, right there at your front door! Rememimaat the Word of God says in 3 John fDear friend, do not
imitate what is evil...”

[PLEASE SEE JOHN MACARTHUR'S COMMENTS ON BACK OF TH LAST PAGE. MACARTHUR IS A TRUSTED
THEOLOGIAN, PASTOR, BIBLE COLLEGE PRESIDENT AND BIBE TEACHER ON MOODY & VCY RADIO
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